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11 June 1965

COMMIFIST INFLUENCE IN VENEZUSLA
Sumuary

President Betancourt opposed the inclusion of Communimbte in
bokh of bis edministrations, and the democratiec parties supporting
hinm made consclous and effective effcorts to isclste the Communiste
and clreusscribe their strength even pricr to the 1958 slections.
The priscipel penetration by FCV mexdars asd Shelr sympethizers
came sbout through electoral vietories rather then appointments.
Communist penetration in government was more the responsibility of
the Perez Jimsnes dictatorship, which tended to tolerate o limited
amount of Commmist sctivity, snd especially of the succeeding pro-
visional govermment of larrazebsl, which was c¢czplecent toward the
Communist threat,

1. At the time of Romulo Betencourt's slection in 1958, the
Communista, slthough strong, d4i¢ not constitute & serious threat to
the govermment, largely becsuse their influence wvas significently
circumsoribed by comscious efforts of the demoerstic politicel par-
ties. The Yeuezuelsn Communist Payty (PCV) hed, nevertheless,
emerged from the Perez Jimene: dictatorship with its structure
largely iotact and with substsntial izfiltration of the wess msdis,
the sducational system, sowe labor organizations and youth gr 'y
snéd the left sector of the Democretic Republicen Ynion (w:s party.
Merxist dogms hed also come to dominate the ideclogy of youth and
students in the URD and Democratic Action {AD) perties. In adai-
tion, the PCV hed gained a larze msssure of popularity as e result
of 1ts participation in the , iotice, the clandestine or-
ganization formed in August whose puwrpose vas to overthrow the
Perez Jimengs dictatorship. With the fall of the dictstorship in
Januayy 1958, the POV gained lega) status and resumed owert politi-
cal setivity.

2., 7he new provisionsal government which replaced the ousted
Perez Jimenex regime, goversed from Jenuery 1558 until February 1999.
During thig time the POV closed ranks with the other perties to "de-
fend the revolution™ in the fece of rightist threats. 4As the Decen-
ber 1358 elections approached, however, the POV wae excluded frow the
negotiations of the AD, URD and Socinl Christian (ﬂM) parties re-
garding slection candidates and the future govornment coslition. It
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was left with little alternative Bbut to beck one of the three candi-
dates of the other parties. The WD's Lerrezabel was the only cendi-
mmmytmwwmm,mmmmu
from further politieal isolation.

3. The AD and the coalition parties alresdy possessed adequate
streagth in governmant, and in the rursl snd lsdor sectors. Therefore,
the FCY had wvery little to offer the coslition. The PCY was conse-
quently smslwlad from the government coalition et the insistence of the
enti-Commmnist elsmente in the three major parties. Frustrated by its
mmmz&mammmmwmaezem,mm
gmtawﬂmamutiummmarﬁmtwiﬂmw

k. Morwover, it 1s unlikely thet Romulo Betancowrt appointed ac-
tive and clearly identified Venesuelen Commmnist Perty members to po-
sitione in the executive btrench of govermment either during his pravl
sicoal term in office (I9h5-48) cr during his constitutional sdwinistes-
tlon (1959-64). Puring mach of this long pericd of Venezuelsn histury,
the dividing lines datween Compmunists, Commmist syrpathizers, and advo-
cates of Marxist sclutions for Venemuslan domestic prodlems have been
blurred. NBetancourt's AD perty, which expelled sn extremist pro-Cantyo
faction ss late as 1960, hes in the pest had & strong Harxist flsvor
in its domsatic progrems sod meny. of its menbers are, o have been,
svowed propopents of certain Merzist concepts. On the other hend,
Betancourt, who has become incressingly medevate in his politicel views
with age, is a former Commmist who turned strongly sati-Comsunist. As
& defector, he distrusted and was distrusted by Communists.

3. As somstitutionsl president, Betsncourt himself opposed the
atment of Commmiste to governwent positiocns. In mddition, the
sgresmont among the three parties of his coelition (AD, URD, snd COPEI)
signed in October 19%3, specifically excluded the Comsunists from such

6. Commmist strength in govermment &uring the Petencourt adminis-
tration was derived primarily from elective positions snd from sympathizers
of URD. The POV won eeven seats in the lower house of Coogress spd two in
tbe upper house in the eleotions of late 1950. In addition, it gained
slsctive seats ox the key Caraces municipal council, same othey mumicipal
councils in the states, and & fow scettered mests in local legislatures.
Beveral mewbers of the URD party, & pert of the government coalition,
vere Cormunist sympathisers and/or Castroite syspsthizers snd slso held
&ppointive and elective pomitioms.
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T. The Communists alsc haed an unknown mpdeér of syupathizers
and opportunist colisboretors in the officer renks of the armed
forces during the Betamcourt regime, most of whom were in the marioe
gorps organized by Provisionel President Lerressbal in 1958. Meaxy of
these were identified and eliminsted after the revoiis at Carupanc
and Pusrto Cabsllo in the spring of 1962. Lareasedal and his brother,
an adxivel on sstive duty, sppesr largely responsible for silowing
thie infiltration, ratier than President Betancourt.
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